
Teaching students how to write clear, concise summaries 
can be challenging. The Somebody Wanted But So Then 

(SWBST) strategy gives students a simple structure they can 
use to identify key details and turn them into strong 

summaries.
This print-and-go resource provides everything students 

need to learn, practice, and master summary writing using 
both fiction and nonfiction texts.

What’s Included?
 Student-friendly explanation of the SWBST 

strategy
 Anchor chart/reference pages
 Multiple graphic organizers for 

differentiation
 Sentence starters & transition words
 Summary writing templates (scaffolded to 

independent)
 Student checklist for self-assessment
 20 original reading passages

Fiction and nonfiction
Short and extended texts

 Answer keys for all passages
 Exit tickets for quick assessment



Why Teachers Love This Resource
 Explicit instruction – Students are taught how to 

summarize step by step instead of being expected 
to already know the strategy.

 Fiction & nonfiction included – The SWBST strategy 
is modeled and practiced with both text types, 
making it easy to use all year.

 Built-in differentiation – Multiple graphic organizers, 
sentence starters, and writing templates support a 
wide range of learners.

 Print-and-go ready – No prep required. Just print 
and teach.

 Perfect for intervention and test prep – The 
structured format helps struggling readers focus on 
key details and main ideas.

 Clear answer keys included – Saves planning time 
and makes grading quick and easy.

  Student-friendly and teacher-approved – Clean 
layouts, kid-friendly language, and easy-to-follow 
directions.



Teach the SWBST strategy 
to students with these 
step-by-step instructions!

An  Engaging  Summary Resource! 

Perfect For:
3rd, 4th, and 5th grade
Whole-group instruction
Small groups & 
intervention
Independent practice
Test prep
Sub plans
Writing centers



Skills Covered
•Summarizing fiction 
and nonfiction
•Identifying main ideas
•Understanding 
problems & solutions
•Writing clear, 
organized paragraphs
•Using text evidence

A fun way to practice! 
10 Short Fiction SWBST Practice 

Pages
10 Short Nonfiction SWBST 

Practice Pages
PLUS answer keys



Standards 
Alignment

•TEKS: 3.6(G,H), 
4.6(G,H), 
5.6(G,H)

•Common Core: 
RL/RI.3.2, 4.2, 5.2

Keep kids organized 
with graphic organizers 
and exit tickets to 
practice this strategy!

No Prep Resource! 



YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE…click the covers below to see them

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Summary-Writing-Fiction-Summarizing-Worksheets-Graphic-Organizer-Retell-a-Story-3011923
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Who-What-When-Where-Why-Worksheets-Summarizing-4th-Grade-How-to-Write-a-Summary-14690066
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Who-What-When-Where-Why-Worksheets-Short-Stories-to-Teach-Summarizing-14683082

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6

