These Traditional Literature reading comprehension

st passages and questions are great for a third, fourth,
o . ' " or fifth grade to practice knowledge of the genre and
T e f. for the teacher to get a comprehension grade. Use
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with upper elementary students to practice common
skills while reading fairy tales, fables, myths, legends,
and tall tales.

*Passages focused on fairy tales, fables, myths,
legends, and tall tales.

5 reading comprehension passages PRINTABLE &
DIGITAL(using Google Forms)

*Each selection has 5-6 comprehension questions.
*Answer Key is included.

*Blank Story Map for Students to identify the
problem, plot, rising and falling action, climax & theme.




Tihere once was a boy named Jack who lived a long time ago
were running out of money and were ve ry. They had sold off
possessions, with the exception of their sole cow. The cow no longer
purpose to Jack's mother. She asked Jack to take the cow to town)
Along the way o town, Jack encountered a very pecullar man Some
the man, and Jack stopped to talk to him. The man revealed that he|
would exchange them with Jack for his cow. Jack was very hesitant
and T need money. That is why T am seling our Family cow.” The man
would make Jack very wealthy, so Jack decided to make the frade.
Found out what Jack had done, she was seething She hurled the bear
demanded that Jack go o bed That night, he laid In his bed and lster)
grumble. He regretted his decision.

Tihe next morning, much to Jack's surprise, he awoke to see g|
outside his window. The beanstakk reached up to the clouds, peaking J]
vie Giant lived at the top of the stak in a castle with gold and other
Many years prior, this Giant had sfolen From Jack's Father and othe
being able to get the thought out of his mind, he climbed the colossal
Tack was ecstatic to find a castle within walking dstance.

When e got to ﬂ'va enh"clr\ce OF ﬂ'e pﬂlace he saw that he «
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R Myth Rbout
Medusa & Athena
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to herself when no one was around

M any moons ago, a lion was loungng under a free in the savanna on
1

Medusa lved a long, long time ago n Athens, Greece. During the fime period, there were many he got closer to the Food Right in the open Field was a massive:
isite women Iving In the cify, but Mecisa was considered one of the most beautful

Unforfunately For Medusa, she was very aware of her appealng self, and there wasnt much else she

talked about other than herself. She bragged about her beauty o anyone who wouldisten and st [ rmers he wigded, however, The tighter the trap became He

Over fime, her gloating became more and more outrageous. On Monday, she Told the miler

Name:
Qéﬁnandm«)wsm
a very warm day. The lion was getting ready to take anap
since The sun was s hot and making him sleepy. He: thought
that a snack would be perFect right before he rested his eyes. The
ion's ears perked up as he heard a scurrying sound behind him, CLOMP!

Hs gant paw landed right on op of the mouse. He leaned down and grabbed the Frightened
creature by the tal, letting him dangle right in front of his mouth

“Please don't eat me, Mr. Lion,” said the mouse. “Why would I spare your Fe?”
demanded fhe lon T need a snack, and you are fhe perfect size of snack fo have before T
cusnare my e, spoke the mouse, ‘T wil save your IFe one day.” The lion
. “Touché, Mouse,” the ion boomed. “You are gong o save me,
[ cuce of your serse of humore He lof fha rouse go The 1on
bound a comPortable spot under a tree to take his nap.

Je lion was out hunting for a meal when he smelled meat. He

pen
ould not belleve his eyes when he reached the meal “T+ must be
e stepped closer: o enoy his meal. Snapl A trap snared him. The

e hung From a free branch The lion became very frustrated

N

that her skin was as soff as a baby swan's down Feathers. On Tuesday, she mentioned to the
Blacksmith fhat her eves were fhe best shade of o green lade of gross on a dewy marmngust when
the sun started to peak On Wednesday, she spoke to the fownspeople about

Jos near the free when he heard the lion. He ran over to the E

perfect shade of red She boasted that they were dimost lie a rose petal i
envy when she heard Medusa speak She had known Medk
of her beauty. When Medusa wasn' speaking of herself, she was thinking about

strking beauty. except for Medusa

When Medusa enered thef
eyes o
P Frond oot The e
her breath that she was

4 o the aitar and expresel
wasted on Athena. ‘T Fully]
honor of my beauty®” she
eople  the Porthencn o

Hhe people  Athens, and {

All of a sudden, the]
slammed shut and Athend

5 thanme? T doubt tis fo
anymore.” Medusa tried tc
“Nonsense,” Athena shoute
comfort th}

lovelness hd
and wil rem|

reflecron She oFfen Forgot To Fefch fhe water hat she orgnaly went fo
seek Each right, she watched herself n fhe mior as she brushed her
over and over beFore she crawled info bed
One affernoon, Medusa went to the Parthenon fo visit a friend. The Parthenon 4
e e oot Termei W fhe ot et v ovad o Apane. The Tereeie was
3 known For the elegant sculptures, meticulous pantings, and
archifecture. Anyone who visited fhe

peccat
Parthenon was at a loss for words at the
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My two brothers and I grew up in a small town that was known For
fhe legendary Big Bad Wolf Iiving there. None of us had ever encountered
him, but everyone n the town always kept an eye out For one another. We
grew up with a Fairly normal chidhood For being pigs. When we Finally

+_reached aduithood, my mother told us that we needed to find our own

Tohn Chaprnan was born Septernber 26, 774, He later became known as Johny
Appleseed. He was an American pioneer: nurseryman who helped spread apple orchards
across the United States. AT a time in the nation's history when many people were

we_ fravelng West to claim land, Johmny thought that it was his mission to plant apple
orchards along the way. He was responsble For nfroducing apple orchards to
Pennsylvania, Ontario, Ohio, Indiana, Tlinois, and West Virginia. This drifter seemed ke he
might not have known much, but looks can be deceiving. Common attire For this simple
man was a tin pot as a hat and offentimes a coffee sack as clothing Johmny hardly ever
wore shoes, even i the cold elements. While Johnny appedred to be poverty-stricken, he
was actually quite the opposite.

. It all started one afternoon when Johnny was tendig his land. He started watching
the peopls 0o Trey went by Hs farmm i search of land i fne West That they codd dam -
((2) a5 1her own Totrny got o cesie From deep e fhat he nesdad 1o Follow e grou, He
called it his mission, and he set out to plant apple orchands wherever he could. Although his
logic seemed random, Johnny knew exactly what he was doing n terms of his seeds. He
started at the old cider mils and collected the unused apple pulp. Inside the pulp were
apple seeds that he would carry nside a satchel that stayed strapped to him.

When settlers saw Johmy, they often thought that he was perniless. After al, he
was a sight o see as he walked around with a tin pot on his head and tattered clothing
Tohny was a very carng man and would of ten barter his seeds in exchange For new
clothing He ganed the other Farmers' trust, and they helped tend Johnny's trees when he
was travelng In those days, if you had Fifty plants in an area, you were dble to clam
that area of land For yourself. Johnny fenced in the trees and came back often to check
on his nursertes. Even the flercest of Indin fribes found a friend in Johnny. Most of the.
Indians detested the hordes of people moving to the West and trying to claim their land,
but it wasr't the case with Johnny. He was able to communicate with many Indian tribes
and even learned their languages. He taught tribes how to care for the apple frees.

Tokrey was a kihearted man who loved anmals o vng fhings Even 1 the
freezing cold, he slept outdoors. Once, he tried to Find overnght
chelfer-n a Tree sfump, but be Fourd @ moter bear and her
@ cubs living Inside it. In order to not dsturb thern, he left and

slept in the snow. He was once bitten by a rattlesnake and
killed the animal in rage. This action haunfed Johmy for the
rest of ette icti eting

is liFe since he regretted his action When mex
 farrishect Fary. Tohriny oFten made.fhe Farnly drrer.
He would not eat a morsel until he was sure that the
chidren had had therr fil. Being an animal advocate, he ‘\
was a vegetarian who lived purely off the land.
Tohnny lived a long liFe and died somewhere around
W The year of BY5. At his death, he owned over 200 acres of lond that

% ) contaned apple orchards. This amount of land made him a very weaihy
man He left this land to his sister. Hs legend ives on today E\}
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through the numerous stories, movies, and documentaries
written dbout the eclectic Johmny Appleseed

T This presented a problem for my younger
rather Frivolous with our money
[estber ned always been very frugal, so he

raw. I Kr\ow whuf you are thinking.straw?
that it w Frrst place, and he was proud
fier than m\/ lﬂ'ﬂe brother's place. I had
string. Overall, T loved my house. My oldest
pest bricks avaiable in town He took his time
fick by hand. His house was nice, but come onl
homes was that we were dll n walking
d dner Together and hung out.

stoop when I heard a ton of commotion T
Linded lie someone was yeling. Then I heard a
| blow your house down” Who s hat?T

r sprinting my way, and t looked like a

bet insidel” my brother was screaming. We
Goor. My brother was shaking e 0 pof
Loioa e exists and he Lot blow my house o
at the Front door. Not knowing what o
Iny house and held onfo one another. There
bd to shake in slence. Then we heard, “Littie
Jdown” T shuttered Just Ike that, my house
an as Fast as we could straight to my oldest

bn he turned to see us yeling at him. “Get
my oldest brother and went info his house,
bnit to tell me what is going on?” he asked. We
was a knock at the Front door, and my
her and T screamed ‘Tt is the Big Bad Wolf.”
hock at the door. Agan, we heard, “Little pigs,
» “Arentt you scared?” I asked my oldest
ellance camenas installed when I moved n
il be dlerted” Then we watched as my
polce were there within minutes, and they
fe had been wanted For some time and had
hidng. We were later nformed that the wolf
e out of hidng and wanted to eat my
| and me. The wolf was sentenced to a
, which was very reassuring to my Famiy and
way, it was good that the wolf came out
Ofherwise, he would not have been ¢
tothe
next page.
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5 READING COMPREHENSION
PASSAGES

RADITIONA
[TERATURE

using a fable, myth, tall tale,
legend & fairy tale

PRINTABLE passages contain multiple choice, short answer, &
writing reflection pages

DIGITAL passages contain self-grading




| “The Three Little Pigs” is written from the viewpoint of which of the following characters?
f—
. the yo_t,nnges_wL pig
. the middle pig

. The oldest pig
. another narrator

A
B.
C
D
‘ 2. Which of the following lines foreshadows the problem in the story?
. A. “My two brothers and I grew up in a small fown that was known for the legendary Big
Bad Wolf living there.”
B “When we finally reached adulthood, my mother told us that we needed to find our own
places o live, and she kicked us ou "
C :
7
D Yoy 15

. “See, my younger brother and I h
and had not saved much.”

. “My oldest brother had always b
all of us.
. . Which of the Following senten

There is value in
Achieving success
Older siblings sho
Taking shorteut:

3
“My oldest brofther h
aff .
‘ A. My oldest brother was knol
or me any money to build h
B. My oldest brother was al
- of all

C. Since my oldest brother
. a place.

D. Being a penny-pincher en
. afford the best home

4. How do you think the

throughout the story

‘ A. The brothers went £ry

B. The brothers went fi

C. The brothers went fj
. D. The brothers went

5. Which of the follo
. A

B.

C

D.

VARIETY OF SKILLS :
NCLUDED :

Answer key inside :

TWO VERSIONS OF EACH PASSAGE AVAILABLE (for printable)

Bonus: blank Story Map included!
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PRINTABLE passages contain multiple choice, short
answer, & writing reflection pages

DIGITAL passages contain self-grading



TWO VERS
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]Iher‘e once was a boy named Jack who lived a long Time ago with his mother. The two
were running out of money and were very hungry. They had sold off aimost all of their
possessions, with The exception of their sole cow. The cow no longer made milk and had no

Along the way to town, Jack encountered a very peculiar man. Something was unique about
the man, and Jack stopped to talk to him. The man revealed that he had magic beans and
would exchange them with Jack for his cow. Jack was very hesitant and replied, “My mother
and I need money. That is why I am selling our family cow.” The man told him that the beans
would make Jack very wealthy, so Jack decided To make the trade. When Jack’s mother
found out what Jack had done, she was seething. She hurled the beans out the window and

« More Graphics
« High Interest

@ purpose to Jack’s mother. She asked Jack o take the cow to town and sell it for money.

* Reading
Entertainment

Time passed and Jack and his mother were beginning to run low on gold coins. Although &
they were very happy, Jack worried that they were on the verge of starving again. Looking =
up af the beanstalk, he decided fo climb o the Top once more. Once again, he snuck into the ©
castle. He saw the giant scarfing down a huge slice of pizza. He was licking his greasy fingers
when he said, “Servant, bring me my henl” The servant placed the hen on the table, where it
immediately laid a golden egg. Jack’s eyes were as big as saucers when he saw this. A few
moments later, the giant was sawing logs on the huge table. Jack knew that he had to make a
break for it, so he grabbed the hen and ran out the front door. This time when he reached
The bottom of the stalk, his mother was standing there with an ax. She threatened to chop
the beanstalk down. Jack handed her the hen. She was excited about the good fortune and
Told Jack to never climb up the beanstalk again

lrey's Mayhem

mays, weeks, and months went by, and Jack stared at the beanstalk each day with no
urge to climb back up it until one morning. Something in his gut told him to go up o the castle
ggain. J acﬁ kne‘w"’rha’r his moﬂ.\gr‘ vyogld bg Fg_n‘ogs wiﬂj }.'\.im, SO hg woi’rgd u[\j'il the Nghj' ’rimg

same text

y giant scarfing down a huge slice of pizza. He was licking his greasy fingers when he said, “Servant, bring

& the
beanstalk

running out of money and were very hungry. They had sold of f almost all of their possessions, with the
exception of their sole cow. The cow no longer made milk and had no purpose to Jack’s mother. She
asked Jack to take the cow to town and sell it for money. Along the way to town, Jack encountered a
very peculiar man. Something was unique about the man, and Jack stopped o talk to him. The man

I revedled that he had magic beans and would exchange them with JTack For his cow. Jack was very
hesitant and replied, “My mother and I need money. That is why I am selling our family cow.” The man
told him that the beans would make Jack very wealthy, so Jack decided To make the trade. When

« Fewer Graphics
o TJest Prep

e Great for
struggling readers

gn the:
were very happy, J ack worried that they were on the verge of starving again. Looking up at the
beanstalk, he decided to climb o the top once more. Once again, he snuck into the castle. He saw the
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me my henl” The servant placed the hen on the table, where it immediately laid a golden egg. Jack’s eyes
were as big as saucers when he saw this. A few moments later, the giant was sawing logs on the huge ©
fable. Jack knew that he had to make a break for it, so he grabbed the hen and ran out the front
door. This Time when he reached the bottom of the stalk, his mother was standing there with an ax.
She threatened to chop the beanstalk down. Jack handed her the hen. She was excited about the good
Fortune and told Jack to never climb up the beanstalk again.

IDa\/s weeks, and months went by, and Jack stared at the beanstalk each day with no urga"
climb back up it until one morning. Something in his gut Told him To go up To the castle
5 dgan Jack knew that his mother would be furious with him, so he waited until the right fime fi.
the stalk once more. He climbed to the top of the clouds, went in the front door of the casT‘ i
walked straight to the dining room. This time, the giant was polishing off a pie
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on each
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There once was a boy named Jack who lived a long time ago with his mother. The Two
were running out of money and were very hungry. They had sold off almost all of their
possessions, with the exception of their sole cow. The cow no longer made milk and had no
purpose to Jack’s mother. She asked Jack to take the cow To town and sell it for money.
Along the way o Town, Jack encountered a very peculiar man. Something was unique about
the man, and Jack stopped o talk to him. The man revealed that he had magic beans and
would exchange them with Jack for his cow. Jack was very hesitant and replied, “My mother
and I need money. That is why I am selling our family cow.” The man told him that the beans

Digital Google
Forms
Self-Grading

Gredat for
homeschool, small
group, computer
stations, tutorials

Days, weeks, and months went by, and Jack stared at the beanstalk each day with no
urge to climb back up it until one morning. Something in his gut told him To go up to the castle
again. Jack knew that his mother would be furious with him, so he waited until the right time
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CLICK ON ANY OF THE COVERS BELOW TO TAKE A CLOSER LOOK.
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-5th-grade-Reading-Comprehension-fiction-nonfiction-paired-passage-2747099?st=a10ecbc4f64b8d3b340fb3aa61f3b8cd
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-5th-Reading-comprehension-passages-figurative-language-ELA-worksheets-3565573
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Making-inferences-worksheets-4th-5th-grade-Reading-Comprehension-Passages-3392958
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-5th-reading-comprehension-passages-multiple-choice-short-answer-BUNDLE-3673671
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Drama-comprehension-passages-fun-readers-theatre-scripts-activities-for-4th-5th-2864395
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-5th-Realistic-Fiction-Reading-Comprehension-Passages-with-multiple-choice-3069920
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