Transform your January lesson plans with the January Poem:s:
Winter Reading Comprehension Passages for 4th and 5th
Grades! This versatile packet combines poetry, fiction, and
nonfiction passages to engage students and strengthen their
reading comprehension. With a seasonal focus on winter
themes, New Year's resolutions, and a meaningful tribute to
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., these passages are perfect for
teaching diverse text types. The resource is both
DIGITAL and PRINTABLE!

v 5 original poems

v 1 Fiction and 2 Nonfiction Passages

v Each printable passage is available in a
multiple-choice or short-answer opftion.

v 5 questions for each passage.

v Digital self-grading links using Google Forms

W  Writing reflection pages after every passage
'S POETRY. I FICTION & 2 NONFICTION COMPREHENSION PASSAGES ./ Answer keys are included

WINTER, NYE, & MLK THEMES INSIDE

Test Prep, Independent Work, Small Group, Homework, Homeschool




8 PRINTABLE READING COMPREHENSION PASSAGE WITH MULTIPLE CHOICE, SHORT ANSWER &

WRITING REFLECTION PAGES INCLUDED. :
|deal for in-class

activities, homework, or
SNOWFLAKE WONDERS even Tuforing‘

Have you ever been amazed at fhe delicate beauty of a snowflake? Ormaybe
you have never seen one inreal life. Snowfakes are fruly beautiful and form high

1 up in the atmosphere when water vapor freezes around finy particles lie dust.
As erystallization occurs, ice crystals grow and develop info infricate. six-sided
shapes. Every snowflake has a unique pattem, but all share this six-sided structure
because of the way water molecules bond when they freeze. g

L
:JM . . . .
L dl by the idea that no two snowilakes are alike. This belief
m in unique envir . making their shapes entirely O r < : rl I < : O I I l I ' l
as slow as 1-2 miles per hour, meaning it can take overan
oud fo the ground! While this belief is widely popular. it's
nd that snowflakes forming in the same temperature and

. . .
entical. Another common myth is that snowflakes only

ow can sometimes fall even when temperatures are WI l ' I — I I I
igher in the atmosphere creates the right conditions for

& that snowflakes are always perfectly symmetrical.
ed pattems, envionmental factors lie wind and collsions

.
bhapes fo become imegular. These myths add fo the
bking them an exciting subject for both scientists and snow ‘ O | I I p re e I I S I O | '
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BUS STOP D

Oh, brr, it's cold outside. | head 1o the bus stop affer my winter break.
The snow is piling around me, and | am being pounded by snowflakes.
Ishiver, and | quiver. Do Ineed to go toschool?

Iwish | were warm and cozy in a blanket or a tepid, heated pool.

many winter celebrations,

Oh, br, it's cold outsid
Istand and shiver; | ry|
My teeth are chatteri
Ineed to get aride o .

o start fresh and make goq|
Oh, br, it's cold outsidg

0 |look again, blowing i
Maybe it tumed the cd . . e change? . .
There must be G new WHAT iS A RESOLUTION? e risiane: itcied by ne ongoing changesnaur lanets q e S'I'I O n S O n d e n J Oy
Oh, br, it's cold outsid] My family is making New Year' resolutions. an ‘vesun in wetter, heavier snow because the air holds
MY hun_ds are missing | am told to make one 1o0. regions, these warmer conditions can reduce snowfall,
B “Where is the bus drive

blanket, | write them down. his change doesn't just alter the winter landscape: it has

. oy
In ecosystems and water supplies. Scientists carefully
ter understand weather pattems and how our planet's

instance, snowpacks in mountain regions act as natural

BUTwhatis it, you may ask?

Iwouldlove it on frigid |'am going to explain it fo you.

Oh, br, it's cold outsid|

Aresolution is like a wish, something you want fo come true.
1pullup my sleeve to d

Itis also almost like a goal, and itis very important fo you. Fireworks

Lleasing it as fresh water in spring and summer when it

I hear the engine roar.| - 0 I ickly due to warmer temperatures, it can lead to .
2. tresrhe snone oo B e g Jockes vnie tsee thefaling ANew Year coge e gt s et 'I'he mo‘l‘e rials 'I'O our
ng you some cheer. £
3
fome: se. He somefimes easily gefs mad 3 ]
f—_——————— aich she already is, | might add. < Name: Name: S U e n S n e e S
WINTER SURVIVORS: HOW ANIMALS ADAPT TO THE COLD resolutionlast year. a o

otions wil adhere. ] Tue MAJIC Of SNOWFLAKE SYNMeTRY DReﬂms

Surviving the Deep Freeze an to me. 5
neitis 'n;e ; Carter was obsessed with math. She had beejn teaching at Oak Forest Elementary . . .

When winter arrives, freezing temperatures, snowstorms, and shorter days can make f The summer heat beats down while a gentle breeze whispers in the air.

tly, he had a breakthr h.
survival challenging for many animals. To stay dlive, they need to find food, stay warm, ey e acaDe oot

and avold predators, all while facing harsh weather. Some animals migrate fo warmer
areas, while others remain in their habitats and rely on special adaptations to survive.
From thick fur fo clever camouflage, each species has its own unique strategy for coping
with the challenges of winter condifions.

Thousands have shown up. | search the crowd for a familiar face. M M M M
\omework, eat more vegetables, or play We march, we marchin peace, and we march to see him. I g I O e - ro I n g IS
Eagerly, we all head to the same spot by the Lincoln Memorial.
. .
5 lwalk; my feet are fired, but the excitement is high. M | -I- | ( h
As we walk, we speak about getting to see the king. U I p e O I C e
"Have you seen him speak before2" another asks me.
"My first time," | reply. T h _I_ h .
Reaching the steps, | stop and gaze at the presidential monument. e e O C e r re C e I V eS O n
10 The podium is empty as it awaits the arrival of the reverend. .
When he arives, I will be as close o him as heat s to fire.
Almost able fo reach out and fouch him. I n STO n ‘I- g rO d e .
Iwouldn't dare.
Gazing, | see thousands cooling their feet in the reflecting pool.

1 very lame.

ing me shome?

Snowshoe Hare: Master of Camouflage A 1o claim.

One impressive winter survivor is the Snowshoe Hare. Ifs fur
changes color with the seasons. In summer, the hare's furis
brown, helping it blend into forests and bushes. When

snow covers the ground, the hare's coat tums bright white,
providing excellent camoutlage that helps it disguise tself
against predators such as foxes and owis. Snowshoe Hares
also have extra-large back feet that work like natural
snowshoes. These wide feet prevent the hare from sinking
into deep snow, allowing it fo hop quickly away from danger.

all the ideas, | know that | am done
50 e others wouldn't fry o make fun. s, trying to recall where they had seen symmetry in their
lives. “NMaybe in butterflies?” Carlos whispered to himself
& Ma tapped her pencil, picturing the perfectly even
dows of her house.

~

oicked a change | will stick to this year.

is happen,” | say outloud without fear. ; . .
hands shot up. Emily answered, "It's when something is
same on bolh sides."

>ar's resolutions; they are cool and neat.
I make to myself, vowing not fo cheat.

fly,” Mrs. Carter replied. “Symmetry is like a mimor. One side reflects the other. And

fou know what shows perfect symmetry2 Snowflakes!"
@ED Fun Fach s ymme

The snowshoe hare’s feet spread out lie paddies, perfect for running across powdery snow.

15 We talk whie we wait. We speak of equality and hope.
Smiling, | know that this is right.

Ilrlee:}cmymwlo?ﬂol:g(rzlr;:]rr}gtmw‘ I will tell my grandchildren that | was there. A C ro Sti C , F re e V e rs e ,

baused to let the idea seftle in, glancing around the room as light bulbs seemed fo

Arctic Fox: Winter Hunter
ing in, eager to share their own observations about symmetry in the wortd around
Another animal with amazing adaptations s the Arctic -
Fox. This fox has one of the warmest coats of any
mammal. ifs hick fur fraps heat near its bodly, keeping the

btudents leaned forward in their chairs, their curiosity piqued. Mrs. Carter held up a There he is; he walks up calmly and composed. °
r, transparent plastic snowflake she had brought from home. It glittered as the 20 The crowd erupts in applause and cheers. H U m oro U S N q rrq tlve q n d
After moments, he begins fo speak. ’ ’

;is © WA S WM

——— (1N . S URVIVORS - HOW ANIMALS ADAPT 1O THE COLD

g
3 fox warm even when femperatures drop well below zero. loht caught its edges. “Every snowflake has six sides, and each one is perfectly o]
In winter, the Arctic Fox's fur tumns white, making it harder symmetrical,” she explained. “Let's see if we can make our own symmetrical ﬁ We fall to a hush
for predators to spot. Because food becomes scarce in snowflakes. A € fallio a hush.
Arctic Fox fur helps the mc winter, Arctic Foxes use their sharp hearing to detect small The microphone booms, .
i into its animals moving beneath the snow. Then, they leap info The class got to work, folding white paperinto triangles and carefully snipping tiny g "Ilhave a dream.” He says. m I n
the air and dive headfirst fo catch their prey. - shapes along the edges. As the students unfolded their creations, gasps of delight filed & 25 The audience explodes in applause.
GLOSSARY 7). the room. Each snowflake was unique but stil had that magical balance of symmetry. 8 s e
& D “Wow, this is so fun!" said Carlos. ° | close my eyes, exhaling big and slow.
WORD DEFINITION £ & Change is coming, my thoughts tell
Y ou knowwhat they say.” Mrs. Carter said with @ wink. “every cloud has a siiver lining! H I'smile.
Aphysical or behavioral change that helps an animal survive inits When the weather gives us snow, we can tum it info something beaufiful.” g
Sdogtsion environment. s
As the lesson ended, Ms. Carter faped the paper snowflakes to the classroom windows.
scarce Hard to find or in short supply. The students admired theirwork and were proud of fheir learning and creation. Winter W I N T E R N Y E & M L K
X might be cold, but Mrs. Carter had shown them the beauty in every snowflake and the ’ ’
Glicois Atype of sugar that can protect the bodies of wood frogs when power of math fo reveal if.
they freeze. Continve Reading on the next Page
St otenitn . POEMS INSIDE




7 PRINTABLE WINTER READING PASSAGES

MULTIPLE CHOICE & SHORT ANSWER OPTIONS FOR PRINTABLE VERSION

looks lke?

A. From high in the air
B. The water vapor freezes

C. Just like that you begin to form.

D. This magnificent hexagondl ice prism.

indicates that the speckeris -

A. Quietly watching a blizzard form.

B. Watching as the snowflake silently falls to i
C. Wishing that they could play in the snow.
D. Trying fo catch the snowflake.

3. Read the word from the dictionary below.

. Which line from the poem best helps the reader imagine what the snowflake

2.In stanza 3, the line *A silent descent fo meet the white blanket below”

. Which line from the poem best helps the reade
looks like?

Briliant

| Very bright and radiant.
2. Exceptiondlly talented or clever.

3. Very good. excelent, or marvelous at so
4. A way a diamond is cut.

Which definition best matches the way that thq
ine 42

A. Definition|

B.  Definition 2
C. Definition 3
D. Definition 4

4. The poem's structure helps the reader-
Picture what the surrounding area looks lke
Undersfand how much ~he speaker enjoys
Envision what the snowflake looks like as it
Examine how finy a snowflake is.

OOm>

2.In stanza 3, the line *A silent descent to mg
indicates that the specdker is -

3. Read the word from the dictionary b

Briliant

| Very bright and radiant.
2. Exceptiondlly falented or cleve
3. Very good, excellent, or marv
H. A way a diamond is cut.

Which definition best matfches the way
line 4?

4. The poem's structure helps the reader-

snowflokes

© Marcy’s Maghem

PREAMS

The summer heat beats down while a gentle breeze whispers in the air.
Thousands have shownup. I search the crowd for a familiar face.

We march, we marchin peace, and we march to see him.

Eagerly, we all head to the same spot by the Lincoln Memorial.

Iwalk; my feet are tired, but the excitement s high.
Aswe walk, we speak about getting to see the king.
"Have you seen him speak before2" another asks me.
"My first time," | reply.

Reaching the steps, | stop and gaze at the presidential monument.

The podium is empty as it awaits the arrivalof the reverend.
a Iwill be as close to him as heat's to fire.

~talk while we wait. We speak of equality and hope.

omiing, | know that thisis right.
The day will go down in history! | will tell my grandchildren that| was there.
"I see him coming!” | shriek.

There he is; he walks up calmly and composed.
20 The crowd eruptsin applause and cheers.
Aftermoments, he begins to speak.
We fall to a hush.
The microphone booms,
"lhave a dream.” He says.
25 The audience explodes in applause.
| close my eyes, exhaling big and slow.
Changeis coming, my thoughtstell
I'smile.

PREAMS

© WAL S WM

EASY FOR THE

TEACHER TO GRADE!



PRACTICE THESE READING SKILLS:

v VISUALIZATION v FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE
v VOCABULARY v POINT OF VIEW

v INFERENCE v TEXT EVIDENCE

v MAIN IDEA v THEME...... and more!

Name:

WHAT iS A RESOLUTION?

My family is making New Year's resolutiors.
1.am fold o make one foo.
Butwhat s it, you may askz
1am going to explain it fo you.

Aresolution s lie @ wish, something you want fo come frue.
Itis also almost like a goal, and Itis very important fo you.
But-

Make sure you can stick fo It; it is anidea you hold dear.
It can be a yearly tradifion and wil, of course, bring you some cheer.

J ust after many winter celebrations, | gaze out the window and think.

. . . . A time to start fresh and make goals, | ponder and think.
My dad says he will work on not having a short fuse. He somefimes easly gets mad.

My mother says she will become fit as a fiddle, which she already is, | might add.
If Iremember correctly, they both had the same resolufion last year.
They say this fime is different, and both their resolutions will adhere.

xe-

oacne: New ideas andiintentions.
My brother tells me that he wil stop being so mean fo me.

I'heard it from the horse's mouth and hope this ime it s true.

He assured me he would stick 1o his promise. Apparently, he had a breakthrough.

WHAT iS A RESOLUTION?

Undero blanket, | write them down.

o\
o - o o | ponder about my resolution: should | do all my homework, eat more vegetables, or play
MY PO e DY d BV 0 i ne Oy 1C s strew ™ fewer video games?
» "WNETC T et wps ot Mland s\?“w‘_\\ and cY‘GOn glawn Ican't decide, and all these ideas honestly seem very lame.
1WO' jde Aiene’ | 1008 g
u e oY s 180 . S < : > 1
oot c\>\ S oeto c\“\?‘?;‘ecdmg f‘;j‘ up & et \:;fc ot How can | pick just one resolution hat doesn't bring me shame? fire crackles while | see the faling snow outside the window.
on, B Ty ge ; s s o afod . Then, I reach a verdict that s finally good enough to claim.
Tl uR ™ Cne Vi"e‘ pus 15! . Ugh\m@“‘fee\mg \;\“g et 19 Ve d
& af
ome
1 doe

After jotting down all the ideas, | know that | am done.
| decided not to share my resolution so the others wouldn't fry to make fun.

edlizing that change will take discipline on my part.

Itis excifing that | picked a change | will stick fo this year.

“Iwill make this happen,” | say out loud without fear. Y
early resolutions are important.

I'd better start thinking about next year's resolutions; they are cool and neat.

Alittle promise | make fo myself, vowing not fo cheat.

JANUARY

© WAL S MM




TEACH OR RETEACH TEXT FEATURES:

_ TEXT FEATURES
N SNOWFLAKe w:a(}:;éks INCLUDED:

Have you ever been amazed at the delicate beauty of a snowflake? Or maybe

(]
you have never seen one in real life. Snowflakes are truly beautiful and form high r‘ fs)
1 up in the atmosphere when water vapor freezes around tiny particles like dust. 3 7 < ’ O I I l g S

As crystallization occurs, ice crystals grow and develop into intricate, six-sided

shapes. Every snowflake has a unigue pattern, but all share this six-sided structure

because of the way water molecules bond when they freeze. @Jﬁ L J b h d g

Myths about snowflakes ";?ﬂgg S U e O I n g S
&

Foryears, people have been captivated by the idea that no two snowflakes are alike. This belief

stems from the idea that snowflakes form in unique environments, making their shapes entirely

distinct. Snowflakes can fall at speeds as slow as 1-2 miles per hour, meaning it can take overan O V O C O U O ry

hour for a snowflake to travel from a cloud to the ground! While this belief is widely popular, it's

s he not completely true. Scientists have found that snowflakes forming in the same temperature and
ns 2 humidity conditions can lock almost identical. Another common myth is that snowflakes only |
3 form in freezing weather. Surprisingly, snow can som efimes fall even when femperatures are O g O S S O ry OX
e slightly above freezing. as the cold air higher in the atmosphere creates the right conditions for
i snowflake formation. People also assume that snowflakes are always perfectly symmetrical. .
&5 an While many snowflakes do have six-sided pattems, environmental factors like wind and collisions J O C O m O rI S O n C h O r'I'
et with other snowflakes can cause their shapes to become irregular. These myths add to the
i o Qe g +pre : ) mystery and wonder of snowflakes. making them an exciting subject for both scientists and snow
also hi\fe? Tnese Nde‘rf\gi 1o hop O ick s powdery lovers! . . .
oo o v a captioned illustration
info deeP s sddies. perfect {0 ol Are snowflakes affected by climate change?
Fun fact! s feet spreﬁd out ke P " Snowflakes are deeply affected by the ongoing changes in our planet's
wshoe nare’s L yinter \'\Uﬂ'\e ; istne climate. As global temperatures rise, the conditions for snowfall are shifting.
The 310 Arctic Fox: : Gdaptu’“o(\ﬁ ‘o Warmer tem peratures can result In wetter, heavier snow because the cir holds OX
e Wwith Om‘ﬂ\(\‘gm est coa®™ Od more moisture. In some regions. these warmer conditions can reduce snowfall,
ofhel C‘r“mgs ory e Npo ear s o0 \(\"3 tuming snow into rain. This change doesn't just alter the winter landscape: it has
Fox Tris To)‘-hm\c\( s TOPS \,:;mmres drop Wg\d\’\ far-reaching Impacts on ecosystems and water supplies. Scientists carefully
mommd\. s :enwhen w‘e-fﬂp‘ HUMNS white, m o5 study snowflakes fo better understand weather patterns and how our planet's C O O U O C S
3 fox Wwarm ev prctic Fox's fur qé food b6§°m*o changing climate affects snowfall. For instance, snowpacks in mountain regions act as natural
n wiritet, 1 40 SDOJ" eCC‘\,J' shore \’\eo\'\ﬁgmey 2 reservoirs, staring water in winter and releasing it as fresh water in spring and summer when it
for pyedcﬂo .S4 Fores use neil Snow_“’\?r‘: melts. If less snow falls or it melts too quickly due to wam er temperatures, it can lead to »
winiet prctic o benecﬂh e .ateh nell prey, droughts and water shortages for communities, farms, and wildlife. By studying snowflakes, ] O e e yWO r S
aﬂ\ma\s‘ mo“h’e heodﬂm o ¢ scientists can gather important data to predict and prepare for these changes, helping us 'E
the olf a div manage essential resources in a waming world. é
Exploring geometry and symmetry through snowflake designs. g J b d h
e : numoerea paragrapns
G\.OgSARY \N\‘\ON o TY‘\O)‘ nelps an or Snowflakes aren't just beautiful—they're also a great way to explore math. Their symmetrical g
. \‘\(lv‘\oYG\ chand shapes are perfect examples of geometry in nature. Each snowflake has six sides and a &
WORD Ap\’\\fs\ca\ or be repeating pattern, making it ideal for learning about symmetry. Artists and mathematicians have
ion en\/’\ror\mem- o 5d frd long been Inspired by these natural works of art, using snowflake designs in everything from art
adaptatio 4o find OF in short sUP fihe podies of WO projects to scientific models.
ard 10 rotec e nexy
Scc‘ce ¥ of filelell ot can® tinue Read\“g onth Snowflakes are more than just winter wonders—they're a mix of science, nature, and even math.
e =78, The next fime you see snow faling. take a moment to appreciate the tiny miracles forming all
G\uc°5e ey fre around you!
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No prep work required- Perfect for early finishers, independent work,
small groups, tutoring, homework, and more.

N ew ideas and infentions.

Undero blanket, | write them down.

R
Y

early resolutions are important.

I/ \ fire crackles while | see the faling snow cutside th

edalizing that change will take discipline onmy pa

A fime to start fresh and make goals, | ponder and think.

JANUARY
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ENGAGING FOR KIDS!

Name:

DREAMS

The summer heat beats down while a gentle breeze whispers in the air.
Thousands have shown up. | search the crowd for a familiar face.
We march, we march in peace, and we march fo see him.
Eagery, we allhead fo the same spot by the Lincoln Memorial.

lwalk; my feet are tired, but the excitement is high.
As we walk, we speak about getling fo see the king.
"Hawve you seen him speck before 2" another asks me.
"My first fime,” | reply.

Reaching the steps, | stop and gaze at the presidential monument.
0 The podium is empty as it awaits the arival of the reverend.

When he arives, | will be as close to him as heat is o fire.
Almost able to reach out and touch him.
I wouldn't dare.

Gazing. | see thousands cooling their feet in the reflecting pool.

We talk while we wait. We speak of equality and hope.
Smiling, I know that this is ight.

The day will go downin history! | will tell my grandchildren that | was there.
"I'see him coming!” | shriek.

Dreams

There he is; he walks up calmly and composed.
20 The crowd erupfts in applause and cheers.

Affer moments, he begins to speak.
We fall fo a hush.

The microphone booms,
"I have a dream.” He says.
25 The audience explodes in applause.
| close my evyes, exhaling big and slow.
Change is coming, my thoughts tell
I smile.

@ WAL’ S WA




DO YOU NEED MORE READING COMPREHENSION PRACTICE?
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-and-5th-Grade-Reading-Comprehension-Passages-and-Questions-Multiple-Choice-3673671
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Spring-Elements-of-Poetry-Worksheets-4th-and-5th-Grade-May-Activity-Poem-Packet-7702325
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-Unit-4th-5th-Grade-Reading-Comprehension-passages-and-Types-of-Poetry-6530158
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Elements-of-Poetry-Worksheets-Reading-Comprehension-Passage-with-Multiple-Choice-6335558

See what other teachers are saying!

My students loved this recourse! It worked so well in my ELAR only class. It made them think

and they were fully engaged!
— KelsieW. Wi %

Tk~='-~*~-this awesome resource. It is so organized and easy for me to adapt as we change
Uruwe.  anii able to use it for guided and independent practice as well as assessments for the
gradebook.

— Amanda M. Wk k&

' 6.6 6 6 ¢ Extremely satisfied

Thanks for this awesome resource. It is so organized and easy for me to adapt as we change
units. | am able to use it for guided and independent practice as well as assessments for the
gradebook.

Students used with
Students were engaged

4th grade

Primarily students with —

learning difficulties, and that Strongly Strongly
disagree agree

are emerging bilinguals/
ELs/ ESOLs/ ENLs

o W W A Extremely satisfied

Great resource! Thanks so much!

Students used with
Students were engaged

6th grade
Strongly Strongly
disagree agree

W WK Extremely satisfied

Great resource to use and vary instructional levels. My students enjoyed the poetry.

Students used with
Students were engaged

3rd grade
I
Strongly Strongly
disagree agree



	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8

