Focus on the most impordant ideas.
= Who s the story aboul?

- What happened?

- When and where did it hoppen?
- Why did It happen or why ks It
important?

Use your own words.
Don't copy sentences siraight from the
et

Keep it short and clear.
A good summary ks usually 1=3 “If 1 haad to tell somecne what this N a
sentences long. story Is about in 20 seconds, what ‘g

wiould | sayd™ ncv'
Tell the big picture. d

~plgin what the passage is mostly That's your summaryl
. ' =very detall.

TEACH SUMMARIZING USING WHO, WHAT, WHEN,
WHERE AND WHY

20 SHORT STORIES, ANSWER KEYS & ANCHOR CHARTS

This resource saves planning time while keeping
students engaged! The short, relatable stories grab
their attention, and the clear visuals help students see
how to summarize effectively. Teachers can use the
included slides to intfroduce summarizing, then follow
up with the short story practice pages and summary
templates.

What's Included?

&2 20 original short stories written for upper
elementary readers

2 “Who, What, When, Where, Why" graphic
organizers for each story

L4 Answer keys for feachers
L4 Summarizing Anchor Charts
e What Summarizing Is
e Do's and Don'ts of Summarizing

e Summary Sentence Starters

L4 Blank Page to use your own story.



Help your students master the art of summarizing with this engaging and easy-to-use resource!

Name:

PRACTICE SUMMARIZING USING WHO WHAT WHEN WHERE AND WHY WORKSHEET

Tyler's Snow Day Surprise

When Tyler woke up and saw snow cowering the yard, he shouted, “Snow
day!" He built a fort, threw snowballs with his sister, and drank cocoa
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- \ X, afterward. Later that afternoon, his dad helped him make a snowman taller
than them. The next day. school reopened, but the snowman had melted

halfway. Tyler smiled anyway, remembering that the best part of snow days
isn't the snow, but spending fime with the ones you love.
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WRITE A SUMMARY:

PRACTICE SUMMARIZING USING WHO WHAT WHEN WHERE AND WHY WORKSHEET

Use the fitm strip who.
whal, where. when and
whiy to write a1

sentence summary |

Tyler's Snow Day Surprise

When Tyler woke up and saw snow cowering the yard, he shouted, “Snow
day!" He built a fort, threw snowballs with his sister, and drank cocoa
afterward. Later that affernoon, his dad helped him make a snowman taller
than them. The next day, school reopened, but the snowman had melted
halfway. Tyler smiled anyway, remembering that the best part of snow days
isn't the snow, but spending time with the ones you love.

This printable and digital set includes short stories,
graphic organizers, and teaching slides that guide

On a snowy day At home, outside School was

sfudents through identifying the 5Ws (Who, What,

WHAT

building a
fun in the snow.

When, Where, Why) and writing concise
summaries.

WRITE A SUMMARY:
Tyler spent his snow day playing outside with his family and learned that the best part

was spending time together.
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THEMED ANCHOR CHARTS TO HELP STUDENTS LEARN THIS SKILL!
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[»]DO

Focus on the most important ideas.
- Who is the story about?

- What happened?

—When and where did it happen?
- Why did it happen or why is it
importante

Use your own words.
Don't copy sentences straight from the
text.

Keep it short and clear.
A good summary is usually 1-3
sentences long.

Tell the big picture.
Explain what the passage is mostly
about, not every detail.

HOW TO BE A SUMMARIZING SUPERSTAE

() D¢

DON'T:
- Write every single
order, that's retellit’
- Add your opinior
funny”).
- Include small or
details.
- Copy the story |

Quick Tip:
Ask yourself:
“If | had to tell sorm

story is about in 207
would | saye”

That's your summ
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a
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Perfect for upper elementary students (grades 3-5), this resource helps students understand what to
include and what to leave out when summarizing fiction or nonfiction texts.



SUMMARY SENTENCE
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De youw need additisnal practice?

Click any of the covers below.
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Summary-Writing-Fiction-Summarizing-Worksheets-Graphic-Organizer-Retell-a-Story-3011923
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/First-Chapter-Friday-Chapter-Summary-Templates-Graphic-Organizer-Worksheet-12751021
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Brainstorm-Reading-Graphic-Organizers-Blank-Web-ELA-Writing-3rd-4th-5th-Grade-2688011
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