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'FIND THE MAIN IDEA &
DETAILS IN THE TEXT

Use these main ideas and supporting details worksheets
to see if students understand this skill. These reading

passages will work best with your upper elementary
students (3rd, 4th & 5th) to find the main topic in the text.

€ 5 upper elementary reading passages
(3 nonfiction, 1 poem, and 1 fiction).

€ Eoch passage has 5 comprehension questions for
the student to answer.

€ The printable version includes a short answer
option, multiple-choice, and a writing reflection page.

€ Digital version: Uses Google Forms, and the
teacher receives an instant grade.

€ The teacher will find that each guestion is geared
towards finding the main idea or details.



5 UPPER ELEMENTARY READING PASSAGES: 3 NONFICTION, | FICTION & | POEM

Name:
RUTH BADER GINSBERG
EARLY LIFE L
Ruth Joan Bader Ginsberg was born on March I5, 1933. She was the
second daughter to Nathan and Cecelia Bader. She grew up in a '
low-income home in a Brooklyn, New York. Ginsberg's mother, Nome o

Cecelia, was a mgjor influence in her life. Her mother tfaught her
The importance of getting a good education and the value of
independence. While her mother did not attend college, she

helped o pay for her brother's schooling by working at the family

business. This selfless act of kindness always stuck with Ginsberg. {ansund. ] Name
Sadly, Ginsberg's mother passed away the day before she png
graduated from Cornell University in [954 after a long battle with f the INTERSTING DINOFACTS: J\yy SAINT HELEN .
cancer. i
MARRIAGE & CHILDREN ~ feoiers [ - e Pegomastacis
one of O )

Ruth met Martin Ginsburg in 1950 | 165 million dnosaurs known Tt St Helen) is a voleano located in the o

“Reading s the key that o Cornell Unlver‘srh/ when 1’hey or\1M Tcr‘s ng;r: g ;Zﬁ’fjf lon of Washington. To date, the volcano is
opens doors to many on ¥ ! and porcupine, with a he most destructive eruption in US.
ived the beak and teeth that

good things in life. P's, the famous volcano did not have much
bn and explorer Captain George Vancouver
= The Smoking Mountain” Native Name:
k20 once referred To the volcano as
5h,” which also means smoking - MAKING
“he smoking mountain had its famous = OIC@S
his best friend Gary when he hears his teacher

otion, the volcano was the fifth
» State, with an altitude of 9677 feet

© puncement. “Tomorrow will be your mid year math

e class just as the bell is ringing, signifying the end

ts up to leave and hears Mrs. Dumond call his
s teacher.
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Reading shaped my e

dreams, and more
reading helped me make

my dreams come true.”
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devoted to remind you that you have to pass this test in
productive landslide the grading period” says Mrs. Dumond. “You
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| o will receive an instant grace
TrSoorTsmeormmportant test, Buddy.” Mom says. ©

“T agree mom! I will start studying after a snack. I am really craving
some chocolate chip cookies though” Buddy says. He walks over o the

.
pantry and begins pulling out the ingredients to make the cookies. Buddy
8 prepares the cookies, bakes them for 30 minutes, and cleans up the kitchen. .

es You fill
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€an hqy re, An hour has passes and Buddy finally heads upstairs to go begin studying.
When he walks into his room, he sees the video game he was playing the day
before. “T amost beat that level yesterday,” Buddy says to himself. “I will
quickly see if I can beat it and then get to studying” .
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MULTIPLE CHOICE & SHORT ANSWER OPTIONS

How are the subtitles in the passage helpful to the reader?

A The subtitles help the reader focus on the words.

B The subtitles are bolded sections of the selection.

C. The subtitles help the reader understand what each section is about:
D. The subtitles help the reader know if they will enjoy reading the story.

2. The photograph of the volcano and the information in paragraph 2 does not support
which of the details below?

A. On the morning of May I8t the area had the largest landslide ever recorded in

B 'P\'I\ZTI(;?::{shde reduced the summit of the volcano and friggered a lateral blast of ash
C %?g ‘S\;ﬁ from the blast traveled I5 miles in the air and completely covered a nearby
D. \ﬁl‘\tﬁir\ 15 days, the ash from the volcano encircled the Earth.

The author wrote the paragraph “Warning Signs” mainly to -

A Let the reader know that people should have been more prepared for the eruption.
B Help the reader o understand some of the warning signs that the volcano gave

C. Help the reader o understand which months each of the events happened

D. Let the reader know that an earthquake occurred before the volcano erupted.

Which idea is best supported by details in this selection?

A Mt. St. Helen did not any activity for years. Prior to the eruptions, there were many
warning signs that interested scientists. After the eruption, recovery did not take as
long as some people thought.

B Mt St. Helen was originally nicknamed the Smoking Mountain. When the volcano
erupted ash quickly scattered to parts of the area and eventually made it around
the world

C. Mt St. Helen is a volcano that showed little activity for many years. While it is still
considered an active volcano, there are no warning signs that it will erupt anytime
soon.

D. The selection gives the reader information on what hot lava is and why destruction
happened so quickly.

5. Which section of the text would the detail below best fit in?

The volume of debris that occurred from the initial landslide is said to be the
size of one million Olympic sized swimming pools

A The Smoking Mountain

B The Famous Blast

C. Warning Signs

D. Recovery & the Volcano Today

S

l How are the subtitles in the passage helpful fo the reader?

2. The photograph of the volcano and the information in paragraph 2 does not support
which of the details below?

3 The author wrote the paragraph “Warning Signs” mainly to -

4. Explain what the idea is in the selection based on the details provided

. Which section of the fext would the detail below best fit in?

The volume of debris that occurred from the initial landslide is said To be the
size of one milion Olympic sized swimming pools.
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EACH QUESTION
IS GEARED TOWARDS FINDING THE MAIN IDEA & DETAILS.
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4. Explain what the idea is in the selection based on the details provided.
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5. Which section of the text would the detail below best fit in?

The volume of debris that occurred from the initial landslide is said to be the
size of one milion Olympic sized swirmming pools.
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EXTENDED PRACTICE INCLUDED

SING TEXT EVIDENCE @

PROVEIT! /

Use one of the sentence starters below for the conclusion in your ECR.

What do you think was the authors main purpose for writing “Mount Saint Helen™?
What did you like or dislike about the reading passage?

A WRITING
REFLECTION PAGE
IS INCLUDED AFTER
EACH PASSAGE

When you find proof DIRECTLY . When you find proof NOT
stated in the text. : directly stated in the text.

+ Accordingfothetext.. 1. |iteredthat

» The author stated.... _ For example....

+ Fromreading___ | know
* Based onwhat Iread.... I that....
* Onpage | thefexf « Affer Iread
says.... i concludedthat......
ECR FORM IS INSIDE ' o — e ik because..

i+ lknow because....

TO HELP STUDENTS
FIND TEXT EVIDENCE
OF THEIR ANSWER

+ Thissentence supportsmy :
answer because.... :

@
CHOICES ] @}@/@/@’@’@’@’@@@/t




ECR- Extended Constructed Reply Included

Use to help students find text evidence when they read.
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« Sticky Note template and
orinfable examples to
oractice finding text evidence

« Text Evidence examples to
use when stated directly in
the text and when students
need fo infer.




Name:
ECR- Extended Constructed Reply STICKY N OTE T E MPLATE
; Find proof of fext evidence T Find proof of fext eMidence
¥ b, 1o suppert your answer. i to support your answer.
DIRECTIONS FOR USE: ) I ! i
TEXT EVIDENGE | . J TEXTEVIDENGE 2 ;’ 4
i 1. Print the Sticky Note Template (nextpage). 2 b
X N
th - :
PLE B Name:
/ WAY STIC KY N OTE T E MPLATE ° ECR- Extended Constructed Reply Sticky Notes
\ US | N G TEXT EV | D E N C E Layer your sticky notes below.
‘ ‘INT the text did
« reason to
/ our question?
be fl
. .
o Bnts
\ne of the sentence starters below for the conclusion in your ECR.
ou find proof DIRECTLY . When you find proof NOT
ated in the text. 1 directly stated in the text.
Ningtothetext... 1. inferredthat..... o e
Qr stated.... + Forexample....
+ Fromreading | know e in,
that.... you find a
reason fo
support
« Afferlread |1 q"::"i';ﬂ
concludedthat......
+ |think because...
« Iknow because....
: Explain why
this reason
can suppert
your
question.
Write a conclusion stating why your answer is comect using the text evidence above.
GONGLUSION:

t can help with reading comprehension understanding.
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Click on any of the links below to view.

This product is available at 20 % OFF when you purchase
the MAIN IDEA BUNDLE.

For more SKILL-BASED products, try these:

1 Author’s Purpose Worksheets
2 Context Clues/Vocabulary Practice
3.Making Inferences Practice & Reading Comprehension

A |dentify the theme



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Main-idea-and-key-details-passages-main-idea-and-supporting-details-worksheets-6524787
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Authors-Purpose-Worksheets-Activity-for-4th-grade-5th-Grade-2561199
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Building-Activities-using-Reading-Comprehension-Task-Cards-Bundle-4569301
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Making-Inferences-Worksheets-Reading-Passages-Task-Cards-Activities-Digital-4675536
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Theme-for-4th-and-5th-grade-Activity-Task-Cards-finding-the-theme-2885965
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